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observed all this, and also remarked that all the principal
people around the King looked at each other, but said no word.
The fact was, as I afterwards learned, that Louvois, when he
died, was so deeply in disgrace, that the very next day he was
to have been arrested and sent to the Bastille ! The King told
Ohamillart so, and Chamillart related it to me. This explains,
I fancy, the joy of the King at the death of his minister; for
it saved him from executing the plan he had resolved on.

The suddenness of the disease and death of Louvois caused
much talk, especially when, on the opening of the body, it was
discovered that he had been poisoned."* A servant was arrested
on the charge ; but before the trial took place he was liberated,
at the express command of the King, and the whole affair was
hushed up. Five or six months afterwards S^ron, private
physician of Louvois, barricaded himself in his apartment at
Versailles, and uttered dreadful cries. People came but he re-
fused to open ; and as the door could not be forced, he went oil
shrieking all day, without succour, spiritual or temporal, say-
ing at last that he had got what he deserved for what he had
done to his master; that he was a wretch unworthy of help ;
and [so he died despairing, in eight or ten hours, without
having spoken of any one, or uttered a single name!

* This assertion of Saint-Simon has been disputed on the authority of a
medical writer, who attributes the death of Louvois to natural causes. The
circumstances narrated in the text are, however, suspicious.